
 

 

 

 

 

SOPA ANNOUNCES 2006 EDITORIAL 

EXCELLENCE AWARD WINNERS 

 

The four newly-introduced awards -- Excellence in Explanatory Reporting, Public Service Journalism, 

Reporting on Breaking News and The Scoop Awards -- were snatched up by Commonwealth Magazine, the 

Financial Times, the International Herald Tribune, Ming Pao Daily News, The Asian Wall Street Journal, 

The South China Morning Post, The New Paper and TIME Asia.  

 
Hong Kong (May 25, 2006) – The Society of Publishers in Asia (SOPA) announced today the winners of its 

2006 awards for Editorial Excellence. Winners were selected for 17 categories for English language media and 

Chinese language media. In its eighth year, the SOPA Editorial awards received a record high of 457 entries from 

leading publications across the region. The 85 judges comprised respected journalists, editors and academics from 

top national and regional media and top universities based in Asia.  

 

“The record number of entries this year signifies the vitality of Asia’s publishing industry and the strong 

commitment of regional journalists to editorial excellence in an increasingly competitive media environment", 

said Nancy Valiente SOPA Chairperson. 

 

The winners were recognized at a Gala awards dinner this evening at the J.W. Marriott Hotel in Hong Kong, 

where the Honourable Mrs. Anson Chan, GBM, GCMG, CBE, JP, Former Chief Secretary for Administration of 

the Hong Kong SAR, delivered the keynote address.  

 

"We had a remarkably strong collection of winning entries this year, which shows that the dramatic increase in the 

overall number of  submissions for SOPA Awards is being accompanied by a commensurate rise in overall 

quality," said SOPA Director of Judges David Plott, from the University of Hong Kong's Journalism and Media 

Studies Centre.  

 

The 2006 SOPA Award Winners are: 

 

CATEGORY A – Regional newspapers, large magazines and wire services published in English 

 

Excellence in Reporting on the Environment 

Winner: Financial Times (On the Ground in Harbin) 

Honorable Mention: International Herald Tribune (The Cost of Gold) 

 

Financial Times — “Good pioneering style, reported in difficult conditions with restrictive access, on a singularly 

important issue.” 

 

Excellence in Business Reporting 

Winner: The Financial Times (Seven Months Ahead of the Pack) 

Honorable Mention: BusinessWeek (Why Taiwan Matters) 

 

The Financial Times — “Broke story on CNOOC bid, maintained the lead in coverage and explained internal 

tensions within CNOOC, profiled chief executive. Consistently breaking news on one of the most important 

business stories of 2005, but always tempered articles with warnings about the high risk game for the company. A 



first-class job of breaking a major story, then staying on top of it with concise, well-balanced analysis. Great 

scoop, thorough coverage and good angles.” 

 

Excellence in Human Rights Reporting 

Winner: TIME Asia (Caught in the Middle) 

Honorable Mention: International Herald Tribune (Rule of Law in China) 

 

TIME Asia —“This is a high class piece which must have been written with some risks to the reporter going into 

the area between Thailand and Burma. Highlights the tragedy of these forgotten, inconvenient people being 

pushed between two regimes. States their problem starkly but raises serious issues about the need to do something 

about their plight.” 

 

Excellence in Feature Writing 

Winner: TIME Asia (Moscow’s Graveyard) 

Honorable Mention: The Wall Street Journal Asia (The Price of Life) 

 

TIME Asia — “A unique and astonishingly informative take on possibly the biggest story on the planet.” 

 

Excellence in Opinion Writing  

Winner: The Financial Times Victor Mallet (Why Asia Needs Free Speech) 

Honorable Mention: TIME Asia Orville Schell (Memory, Forgiveness and Forgetting) 

 

The Financial Times — “Mallet has a sophisticated perspective on the relationship between economic 

development and the information society, and he makes the argument that societies need open information in 

order to grow. Another beautifully written, humanistic piece of work.” 

 

Excellence in Feature Photography 

Winner: Newsweek (Continental Divide) 

Honorable Mention: TIME Asia (Inside the Hermit Kingdom) 

 

Newsweek — “Covering an issue that is often overlooked in Asia, this piece sheds a new light. The opening shot 

by Paolo Pallegrin catches the reader’s eyes and brings the feeling of poverty. Bertrand Meunier’s image of a 

scavenger or farmer searching the field in front of an old tire also gives the stark image of poverty in Asia. The 

mix of black and white and colour photography is very daring but it works to bring out the issue overall.” 

 

Excellence in News Photography 

Winner: Newsweek (Living on the Edge) 

Honorable Mention: TIME Asia (Tsunami- the Road Back) 

 

Newsweek — “Hard hitting BW photos! Photographer Jan Grarup has shot the story with delicacy and not the 

usual straight photo coverage feel of a news story.” 

 

Excellence in Newspaper Design 

Winner: The Financial Times 

Honorable Mention: The Wall Street Journal Asia 

 

The Financial Times — “FT has proceeded aggressively to create a reader-friendly new design. A pleasure to 

look at and fun to read.” 

 

Excellence in Magazine Design 

Winner: BusinessWeek  

Honorable Mention: TIME Asia   

 

BusinessWeek — “Punchy, easy-to-read magazine draws the reader along nicely.” 

 



Excellence in Magazine Front Cover Design 

Winner: TIME Asia (Beyond Denial) 

Honorable Mention: TIME Asia (Eyewitness Hiroshima)  

 

TIME Asia — “Shocking and impressive.” 

 

Excellence in Special Issue or Special Section 

Winner: Fortune Magazine (India Inc.) 

Honorable Mention: TIME Asia (Tsunami) 

 

Fortune Magazine —“Everything about this, from the conception to the photos to the writing, was top-notch 

journalism.” 

 

Excellence in Explanatory Reporting 

Winner: International Herald Tribune (Avian Influenza) 

Honorable Mention: The Financial Times (RMB Revaluation) 

 

IHT —“This was extremely solid reporting of a major threat hanging over the region. The result was reliable, 

accurate and informative coverage which explained to the average reader exactly what perils we face. The 

language was well written by not florid, easy to understand.” 

 

Excellence in Public Service Journalism 

Winner: The Wall Street Journal Asia (China’s Health Crisis) 

 

The Wall Street Journal Asia —“These stories combine superb reporting with powerful story-telling to help 

readers see the absurdities and destructiveness of China’s health-care system.” 

 

Excellence in Reporting of Breaking News 

Winner: TIME Asia (Tsunami) 

Honorable Mention: The Wall Street Journal Asia (The Battle of Unocal) 

 

TIME Asia —“Reporting runs deep. Given the scale of what has happened TIME’s depth of coverage is 

significant.” 

 

The Scoop Award 

Winner: The Financial Times (China Bids for Unocal) 

Honorable Mention: TIME Asia (Enemies of the State) 

 

The Financial Times — “Strong exclusive reporting of an event with major global implications.” 

 

Local Journalist Award 

Winner: Elena Torrijos from The Asian Banker Journal 

Honorable Mention: Carrie Chan from The Hong Kong Standard 

 

Elena Torrijos — “Clear and informative writing that helps readers see and understand the subject” 

 

CATEGORY B – Local newspapers or small magazines published in English 

 

Excellence in Reporting on the Environment 

Winner: Sunday Morning Post (Hidden Danger in Our Air) 

Honorable Mention: Philippine Daily Inquirer (DENR Office Finds Lafayette at Fault for Spill, Mayor Vows to 
Stop Lafayette Mining, Mine Spill No Accident, Workers Tell Probe Team, Government Urged: Close Lafayette 
Mine Now) 

 

Sunday Morning Post — “Strong use of scientific comparisons.” 



 

Excellence in Business Reporting 

Winner: South China Morning Post (Banks Buy into Jail-Labour Firm) 

Honorable Mention: The Edge Malaysia (Negative Returns, Currency Delight, Oil Jitters, Bad Subsides Good 

Subsides) 

 

The SCMP — “Excellent investigative reporting into a specific situation – use of prison labour in Chinese 

manufacturing – that has broad implications for investors and the exercise of due diligence as China opens up the 

domestic market more broadly through QFII and other measures.” 

 

Excellence in Human Rights Reporting 

Winner: The Standard (Philippine Murders) 

Honorable Mention: Far Eastern Economic Review (Police Brutality in Papua New Guinea) 

 

The Standard —“Vivid, frightening and well-told.” 

 

Excellence in Feature Writing 

Winner: Far Eastern Economic Review (Finding China’s Missing Farmers) 

Honorable Mention: The Standard (Yunnan Diary) 

 

FEER — “The article presented a complex subject that could be very dry and academic in a lively and 

informative manner by giving voice to the farmers themselves.” 

 

Excellence in Opinion Writing  

Winner: The Standard (Vine’s Opinion) 

Honorable Mention: The Standard (DeGolyer’s Opinion) 

 

The Standard — “Steve Vines does what a columnist should do. Instead of pontificating on the day’s news, he 

finds topics that are not always immediately apparent, applies original thinking to them and writes clearly and 

directly. Excellent work.” 

 

Excellence in Feature Photography 

Winner: The Straits Times (Coping with the Tsunami) 

Honorable Mention: DestinAsian (Enduring Allure of the Bandas) 

 

The Straits Times — “Good solid pictures and less provincial in style than other reportage entries.” 

 

Excellence in News Photography 

Winner: South China Morning Post (Siege of Wan Chai) 

Honorable Mention: The Straits Times (Killer Waves, Tsunami Heroes) 

 

South China Morning Post — “Dramatic, conveys situation well.” 
 

Excellence in Newspaper Design 

Winner: Sunday Morning Post  

Honorable Mention: The Straits Times  

 

Sunday Morning Post — “Best use of pictures, superior overall design, succeeds in demonstrating it is of the 

SCMP stable  while retaining its own identity – just clean and reader friendly.” 

 

Excellence in Magazine Design 

Winner:  DestinAsian 

Honorable Mention: LIME 

 



DestinAsian - “DestinAsian features thoughtful design elements, plus bold use and very good integration of 

photography. Display type also is innovative. A clean look with a clean page grid.” 

 

 

Excellence in Magazine Front Cover Design 

Winner: WestEast Magazine (Hong Kong Issue – Maggie Cheung) 

Honorable Mention: FIRST- Asia’s Premier Movie Magazine (SIN)  

 

WestEast Magazine — “Strong assigned photography, effective design, and fine quality printing. Here is proof 

that a cover can’t be too thin or too elegant.” 

 

Excellence in Special Issue or Special Section 

Winner: South China Morning Post (Asian Tsunami Aftermath) 

Honorable Mention: News For Kids (What’s Up: 60 Years After World War II) 

 

SCMP —“Thorough and serious. An ambitious and important project, extensively reported and well executed.” 

 

Excellence in Editorial Cartooning 

Winner: South China Morning Post (Harry’s View) 

Honorable Mention: Philippine Daily Inquirer (ASEAN, Tsunami) 

 

SCMP —“Series with all the right ingredients: technique, humour and political savvy.” 

 

Excellence in Explanatory Reporting 

Winner: South China Morning Post (H5N1: Facts and Fears) 

Honorable Mention: South China Morning Post (WTO in Hong Kong) 

 

South China Morning Post—“An indispensable aid to the reader’s understanding of a high-profile news story of 

great importance to public welfare. Comprehensive, informative and engagingly written, with good scope and 

balance.” 

 

Excellence in Public Service Journalism 

Winner: South China Morning Post (H5N1: Facts and Fears) 

Honorable Mention: The Straits Times (Insurance ‘Time Bomb’ Set to Explode) 

 

SCMP —“It was well-conceived and nicely executed, with rich history, gripping narrative and clear explanations 

of the science and the risks. It didn’t shy away from looking closely at China, one of the biggest x-factors in 

whether an H5N1 flu pandemic.” 

 

Excellence in Reporting of Breaking News 

Winner: South China Morning Post (Nancy Kissel Jailed for Life) 

Honorable Mention: South China Morning Post (Riots in Huaxi Village) 

 

South China Morning Post—“Good presentation, lots of detail, well researched.” 

 

The Scoop Award 

Winner: The New Paper (Dengue from Kidney Donor Kills Them, My Agony Over Her Legacy of Love) 
Honorable Mention: The Standard (Tung Resigns) 

 

The New Paper— “Enterprising reporting of huge significance to the medical profession.” 

 

 

 

 

 



CATEGORY  C—Chinese language publications 

 

Excellence in Reporting on the Environment 

Winner: ���� (����� ) 
Honorable Mention: ���� (���������� �����) 
 

���� — “ This story is a moving portrait of how some people have to live with the most disgusting mess 
unthinking bureaucrats and selfish capitalists leave behind. A top class, kick-ass, piece of reporting.” 

 

Excellence in Business Reporting 

Winner: ���� (��������) 
Honorable Mention: ���   (����) 
 

���� — “A view of globalisation’s challenge as seen from the factory floor; full of instructive details about 
the human dimensions of running a modern garment-making business.” 

 

Excellence in Human Rights Reporting 

Winner: ���� (�� ������) 
Honorable Mention: ���� (������ ����) 
 

����—“Very impressive first person reporting. The message is very strong.” 
 

Excellence in Feature Writing 

Winner: ���� (�������������) 
Honorable Mention: ��� (����) 
 

����— “����������������������������������” 
 

Excellence in Opinion Writing  

Winner: �� (���������) 
Honorable Mention: ���� (�������) 
 

��  — “Very clear logic with strong supporting material. These two factors helped organize a successful 
argument, leaving readers an outstanding point. Very objective and convincing.” 

 

Excellence in Feature Photography 

Winner: LLLL (LLLLLLLL) 

Honorable Mention: ���� (����) 
 

���� — “It offers fresh, multiple-perspective reporting on critical human rights issues. Beautifully narrated 
stories of hardship and cruelty that go into greater depth than most human rights stories.  A rare piece of 

journalistic work on forgotten fighters.” 

 

Excellence in News Photography 

Winner: LLLL (LLLLL) 

Honorable Mention: ��   (����) 
 

���� — “Striking with human interest.” 
 

Excellence in Newspaper Design 

Winner: ����  
Honorable Mention: ������  
 

����  — “Good use of the layout and illustration.” 
 



Excellence in Magazine Design 

Winner: ELLE Decoration 

Honorable Mention: Noblesse 

 

ELLE Decoration — “Simple and solid design. Good balance between the photo and text.” 

 

Excellence in Magazine Front Cover Design 

Winner: We Men (Premier Issue) 

Honorable Mention: Elle Hong Kong (A Tribute to China)  

 

We Men — “Well use of colour and type. Eye catching.” 

  

Excellence in Special Issue or Special Section 

Winner: ���� (��������) 
Honorable Mention: ���� (����� �����������) 
 

���� – “Well-researched and forcefully argued.” 
 

Excellence in Editorial Cartooning 

Winner: ���� (���� ) 

Honorable Mention: �� (�����) 

 

���� —“Smart and acerbic. Pungent, powerful.” 
 

Excellence in Explanatory Reporting 

Winner: �� (������) 
Honorable Mention: ���� (�����) 
  

�� —"The absence of real democracy makes it a special challenge to describe the inner workings of Hong 

Kong's political machinery," said one judge, adding that Ming Pao's "real desire to make sense of complex and 

hidden maneuvers is commendable. In-depth and well-written." 

 

Excellence in Public Service Journalism 

Winner: ���� (�����) 
Honorable Mention: ���� (�����) 
 

���� —“This two-part series is the runaway winner of the category. The in-depth, detailed and balanced way 
in which the articles review the state of medical care in Taiwan is absolutely top rate. Good photos and graphics, 

readable text. But it is the depth and breadth of the investigation which stands out. Excellent factual info, 

interviews and analysis. Very impressive.” 

 

Excellence in Reporting of Breaking News 

Winner: �� (�������) 
Honorable Mention: ���� (���������) 
 

�� —“This is the best report on Zhao Ziyang’s death in the Chinese-language media (possibly in all media). It 
has a lot of exclusive news, valuable news. It is professional. The layout is also good.” 

 

The Scoop Award 

Winner: �� (������������) 
Honorable Mention: �� (�������) 
 

�� — “Well-researched. Exclusive.” 
 



A gala dinner sponsored by Invest HK (Title sponsor), DHL and Factiva (Event sponsors) was held on 25 May 

2006 at the JW Marriott Hotel in Hong Kong to honour all winners and present the awards. The event featured 

keynote speaker the Honourable Mrs. Anson Chan, GBM, GCMG, CBE, JP, Former Chief Secretary for 

Administration of the Hong Kong SAR. At the gala dinner, SOPA had also presented a cheque to The Society for 

the Relief of Disabled Children, which was located in Sandy Bay, Pokfulam. This was part of SOPA's annual 

donation to charity from the proceeds of the organization's activities. Invest HK's sponsorship funds would fall 

into SOPA's 2006 contribution of which the donation decision would be made by the end of the year. 

 

The 2006 awards were supported by Ifra Asia, International Federation of the Periodical Press (FIPP), the World 

Editors Forum (WEF), and the editorial division of the World Association of Newspapers (WAN). 

 

The SOPA Awards were established in 1999 as a tribute to editorial excellence in both traditional and new media 

and are designed to honour excellence and to encourage editorial vitality throughout the region. This year’s 

awards cover a broad range of categories reflecting Asia’s vibrant and successful editorial scene. 

 

Photos are available upon request. 

 

### 
 
The Society of Publishers in Asia (SOPA) was founded in 1982 to promote, maintain and manage both local publishers and local 

representatives of foreign publishers, with a view to fostering better cooperation and understanding among members. 

 

For more information please contact: 

Elizabeth McKenzie at Tel: (852) 2882 2555, Fax: (852) 2882 4673 or e-mail: mail@sopasia.com 


